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Soil Science


        NRCS delivers science-based soil information to help farmers, ranchers, foresters, and other land managers effectively manage, conserve, and appraise their most valuable investment — the soil.
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Conservation Technical Assistance


        Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) provides our nation’s farmers, ranchers and forestland owners with the knowledge and tools they need to conserve, maintain and restore the natural resources on their lands and improve the health of their operations for the future.
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        The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven approach to conservation that funds solutions to natural resource challenges on agricultural land. 
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Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)


        Technical guides are the primary scientific references for NRCS. They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, and related plant and animal resources.
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Soil Science


        NRCS delivers science-based soil information to help farmers, ranchers, foresters, and other land managers effectively manage, conserve, and appraise their most valuable investment — the soil.
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Conservation Technical Assistance


        Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) provides our nation’s farmers, ranchers and forestland owners with the knowledge and tools they need to conserve, maintain and restore the natural resources on their lands and improve the health of their operations for the future.
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        The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) is a partner-driven approach to conservation that funds solutions to natural resource challenges on agricultural land. 
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Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG)


        Technical guides are the primary scientific references for NRCS. They contain technical information about the conservation of soil, water, air, and related plant and animal resources.
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Emerging Findings on the Effects of Cover Crops on Grassland Birds
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    State Office Page
  





      
        

                            
            
              
  
    
      
  
  Find Your Local Service Center

  
    USDA Service Centers are locations where you can connect with Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or Rural Development employees for your business needs. Enter your state and county below to ﬁnd your local service center and agency offices. If this locator does not work in your browser, please visit offices.usda.gov.
  

  
      Select your state
          

  


  - Please select -
Alabama
Alaska
American Samoa
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
District Of Columbia
Federated States of Micronesia
Florida
Georgia
Guam
Hawaii
Idaho
Illinois
Indiana
Iowa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Michigan
Minnesota
Mississippi
Missouri
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Northern Mariana Islands
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Palau
Pennsylvania
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas
Utah
Virgin Islands
Vermont
Virginia
Washington
West Virginia
Wisconsin
Wyoming



  




        
  
  


      Select your county
          

  


  - Please select -
Baker
Benton
Clackamas
Clatsop
Columbia
Coos
Crook
Curry
Deschutes
Douglas
Gilliam
Grant
Harney
Hood River
Jackson
Jefferson
Josephine
Klamath
Lake
Lane
Lincoln
Linn
Malheur
Marion
Morrow
Multnomah
Polk
Sherman
Tillamook
Umatilla
Union
Wallowa
Wasco
Washington
Wheeler
Yamhill



  




        
  
  




  






  






  













  


            

          

                




  
        

      
              

        Popular Topics


    
      

  
    
        
        Natural Resource Concerns

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: The sweet potatoes harvest begins by plowing them up at Kirby Farms in Mechanicsville, VA on Sept. 20, 2013.  They devote 200 acres of the farm to eggplant, spinach, beets, tomato, jalapeno peppers, melons and a variety of greens. Soybeans and small grain are grown on the remaining 300 acres.  The fertile Virginia soil and their management practices, allows Kirby Farms to double and triple crop fields with rotational crop selection.  Wholesalers, who buy from this farm, sell the produce to major supermarket]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Natural Resource Concerns

                

                            
                                  
                      Do you have natural resource concerns on your land?


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        What's Available in My County?

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Forest Service (FS) is strongly committed to the management of the National Forests in an environmentally sound manner. The agency's top priority is to maintain and improve the health, diversity, and productivity of forest ecosystems for the enjoyment of current and future generations. Forest management includes guidance, administration, and support of the agency's forest products management and sales programs. Forest products include materials derived from a forest]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    What's Available in My County?

                

                            
                                  
                      Find out more about Oregon's current projects available in your area. 


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Local Work Group Meetings

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: A farmer and his dogs and cattle on his property that is flood-irrigated. Hermiston, Oregon. 8/12/2014 BOR Photo by Kirsten Strough]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Local Work Group Meetings

                

                            
                                  
                      Learn more about the Local Work Group process and how you can get involved. 


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Oregon Snow Survey

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: Portage Glacier is located on the Kenai Peninsula in Alaska within the Chugach National Forest. It is located south of Portage Lake and 4 mi west of Whittier, AK. Portage Glacier was a local name first recorded in 1898 by Thomas Corwin Mendenhall of the U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, so called because it is on a portage route between Prince William Sound and Turnagain Arm. Hundreds of years ago the glacier filled the entire Portage Valley. The blue color of the galcier is caused by all the oxygen being com]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Oregon Snow Survey

                

                            
                                  
                      Learn more about Oregon Snow Survey here. 


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Oregon Public Notices

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: USDA's FPAC Under Secretary Robert Bonnie in Central Oregon, Friday, July 29, 2022 visiting two watershed projects with Senator Jeff Merkley, NRCS Oregon's State Conservationist Ron Alvarado and Farmers Conservation Alliance partners. USDA photo    .]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Oregon Public Notices

                

                            
                                  
                      View NRCS Oregon public notifications here. 


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Oregon's Strategic Approach to Conservation

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: This is just one of many trails that borders the Umpqua River in the Umpqua National Forest in Oregon on June 10, 2008. USDA photo by Bob Nichols. ]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Oregon's Strategic Approach to Conservation

                

                            
                                  
                      Learn more about Oregon's Strategic Approach to Conservation business model. 


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Oregon Technical Advisory Committee (OTAC)

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: Tangerine Dream peppers grow in a cultivated bed on Aug. 26, 2005. The Tangerine Dream is a sweet, edible, ornamental pepper developed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Agricultural Research Service. It is a cross between a sweet bell pepper named “Cadice” and a squash type pepper with superior flavor named “Tennessee Cheese”. USDA Photo by Stephen Ausmus.]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Oregon Technical Advisory Committee (OTAC)

                

                            
                                  
                      Learn more about Oregon's Technical Advisory Committee (OTAC). 


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







      

  
    
        
        Oregon Success Stories

    
      
  

  
    
      
        
          
        
      
      
        
              [image: Sunset behind oak trees at the C.G. Merlo Ranch in San Saba, Texas, on June 10, 2022.  Traven Day and Stephen Thornhill work into the evening to install a livestock pipeline.  The pipeline is cost shared by the U.S. Department of Agriculture USDA Natural Resources Conservation Practice (516) will allow rancher / landowner / military veteran Chuck Merlo and wife Valerie will be able to connect to their water supply line and pipe rather than carry water to water troughs for their cattle in distant pastures. T]





        

        
          
            
                              
                    Oregon Success Stories

                

                            
                                  
                      Read about Oregon private landowners who are embracing voluntary conservation to protect their natural resources.


                  

                                
              

            

          

        

      

    

  







  






          

  

              

            
      [image: Map of Oregon's Conservation Implementation Strategies]





  
    
          Check out this link to our project map!



    

      Learn More
  


  





      
    
              

      
        
          
            State Programs and Initiatives

            

            NRCS offers a variety of programs to help farmers, ranchers, family forests, Tribes, and conservation partners perform voluntary conservation on private lands. NRCS programs are funded through the Farm Bill. Learn more about the programs currently offered in Oregon. 

      
          

          
            
              
          
                  

  
    
          [image: Combine in field]





      
        
Environmental Quality Incentives Program - Oregon 
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Regional Conservation Partnership Program - Oregon 


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Top mountain with pine trees; some have been cut down]





      
        
Joint Chiefs Landscape Restoration Partnership - Oregon 


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Log cabin in a wide field with mountains in the distant background]





      
        
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program - Oregon 


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: A farmstead sits next to a soybean crop outside of Ottosen, Iowa, Sept. 17, 2017. USDA Photo by Preston Keres]





      
        
Conservation Stewardship Program - Oregon 


                  
                          

  Apply by:

                        

  March 29, 2024
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Conservation Innovation Grants - Oregon 


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Dry livestock tanks show the effect of drought in Schulenberg, TX on Aug. 23, 2013. USDA photo by Bob Nichols.]





      
        
Air Quality Initiative - Oregon 


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: Purple Skies Farm Owner Visar Duane uses mulch and newspaper to suppress weeds at Purple Skies Farm.  (NRCS photo by Brooke DeCubellis)]





      
        
High Tunnel Initiative - Oregon 


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Floodplain of the Rio de La Plata, Puerto Rico.]





      
        
National Water Quality Initiative - Oregon 
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On-Farm Energy Initiative - Oregon


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Organic heirloom tomato at the Jack London Square Farmers' Market in Oakland, CA, on Sunday, August 9, 2015. USDA photo by Lance Cheung.]





      
        
Organic Initiative - Oregon 


              

    

  


                  

  
    
          [image: A male greater sage-grouse feeding on Wyoming big sagebrush leaves]





      
        
Sage Grouse Initiative - Oregon 


              

    

  


              

          
                  

  
    
          [image: Salvador Prieto gets nearly ground level to see how well this micro-sprinkler is working under one of his avocado trees, in Somis, CA, on Nov 15, 2018.  Salvador Prieto grew up watching and helping his father grow corn and beans on a small farm in Mexico. The journey from bean fields to 20-acre orchard owner with his wife Martha Romero was not a straight and narrow path to Somis, Calif. In fact, it was music that brought him to the United States. Today the passion is agriculture.   Similarly, Romero didn’]





      
        
WaterSMART - Oregon 
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        State Payment Schedule

        NRCS provides financial assistance for selected conservation practices. The availability and amount of financial assistance can vary between states.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


    
      
            [image: State Civil Rights Committees]





        Civil Rights Committee

        The National Civil Rights Advisory Committee to the Chief (NCRACC) is designed to provide management officials and employees with counsel and advice to enhance and ensure compliance with their equal employment opportunity and program delivery responsibilities.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


    
      
            [image: People talking a field]





        State Technical Committee

        State Technical Committees serve in an advisory capacity to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and other agencies of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) on the implementation of the natural resources conservation provisions of Farm Bill legislation.

        
          Learn More
        

      

    


              

            
  
    
      Related Resources

                      
          
            Data and Reports
          
        

                  
        View All Resources
      

    

    
      

      
              
  Data and Reports

  
  	NRCS Oregon FY23 Annual Report

	NRCS Oregon FY22 Annual Report




  
    View All Data and Reports
  






          

  
    

  





      
    
                
  
  
    
      
                How to Get Assistance


            
        Do you farm or ranch and want to make improvements to the land that you own or lease?


Natural Resources Conservation Service offers technical and financial assistance to help farmers, ranchers and forest landowners.


                      
          Print this information
        

                [image: how to get started]





    

    
      
      
  
    
        Step 1: Make a Plan

    
  

  
    

            To get started with NRCS, we recommend you stop by your local NRCS field office. We’ll discuss your vision for your land.


NRCS provides landowners with free technical assistance, or advice, for their land. Common technical assistance includes: resource assessment, practice design and resource monitoring. Your conservation planner will help you determine if financial assistance is right for you.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 2: Start an Application

    
  

  
    

            We’ll walk you through the application process. To get started on applying for financial assistance, we’ll work with you:


	To fill out an AD 1026, which ensures a conservation plan is in place before lands with highly erodible soils are farmed. It also ensures that identified wetland areas are protected.
	To meet other eligibility certifications.

Once complete, we’ll work with you on the application, or CPA 1200.


Applications for most programs are accepted on a continuous basis, but they’re considered for funding in different ranking periods. Be sure to ask your local NRCS district conservationist about the deadline for the ranking period to ensure you turn in your application in time.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 3: Check your eligibility

    
  

  
    

            As part of the application process, we’ll check to see if you are eligible. To do this, you’ll need to bring:
	An official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer ID)
	A property deed or lease agreement to show you have control of the property; and
	A farm number.

If you don’t have a farm number, you can get one from USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Typically, the local FSA office is located in the same building as the local NRCS office. You only need a farm number if you’re interested in financial assistance.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 4: Rank your application

    
  

  
    

            NRCS will take a look at the applications and rank them according to local resource concerns, the amount of conservation benefits the work will provide and the needs of applicants. View Application Ranking Dates by State.


      
  




      
  
    
        Step 5: Implement your plan

    
  

  
    

            If you’re selected, you can choose whether to sign the contract for the work to be done.


Once you sign the contract, you’ll be provided standards and specifications for completing the practice or practices, and then you will have a specified amount of time to implement. Once the work is implemented and inspected, you’ll be paid the rate of compensation for the work if it meets NRCS standards and specifications.


      
  




  


    

  







    
    
              

      
        Related News and Events

        
          

    
    
      
            [image: A sunset view of the Madison Mountain Range neat Ennis, Montana and the Beaverhead-Deerlodge National Forest]





        News

      

      
        
USDA Makes $1.5 Billion Available to Help Farmers Advance Conservation and Climate-Smart Agriculture as Part of President Biden’s Investing in America Agenda


        
          

            April 03, 2024


      
        

      

    

  



        

    
    
      
            [image: wheat in a field, with a grassy hill in the background]





        News

      

      
        
USDA Seeks Partnerships to Expand Conservation on Grazing Lands  


        
          

            March 27, 2024


      
        

      

    

  



        

    
    
      
            [image: rows of young crops with cover crop]





        News

      

      
        
Agricultural Producers to Conserve Land through Climate-Smart Easements as part of President Biden’s Investing in America Agenda


        
          

            March 13, 2024


      
        

      

    

  




  
  




        	
          View More News
      
	
          View More Events
      


      

    
  




  



  

  
    
      
        
          
            AskUSDA

          

          
            
              
                One central entry point for you to access information and help from USDA
              

              
                 Ask.USDA.gov
              

              
                 1-833-ONE-USDA
              

              
                 askusda@usda.gov
              

            

          

          
            Ask a question
          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          Menu
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          Information Quality
        
	
          Our Performance
        
	
          Privacy Policy
        
	
          Accessibility Statement
        
	
          Non-Discrimination Statement
        


          
        

                              
                    
          
            Related Sites
            	
          USDA.gov
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          Office of the Inspector General
        
	
          USA.gov
        
	
          WhiteHouse.gov
        


          
        

                              
                    
          
            Resources
            	
          OneFPAC - Employee Links
        
	
          eDirectives
        
	
          Glossary
        
	
          USDA CARES Partner Portal
        
	
          No Fear Act Data
        
	
          Open Government
        
	
          Plain Writing
        
	
          Report Fraud on USDA Contract
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                Subscribe to our Newsletter
                	
                                        Stay updated on the latest news and stories from NRCS and other USDA topics.
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