FY04 Grassland Reserve Ranking Form
 (To be completed by NRCS planner)
Applicant _______________________County ________Farm/Tract number ______Date _______ 
NRCS Planner completing this ranking: _______________________________
	Acres offered _________
	Annual GRP Rental Rate ($/Ac.): __________

	Estimated restoration expense ($): _____
	


Directions:  Circle correct answers, fill in blanks, and / or assign ranking points for questions below:
A. Type of application:     a) 30 year Rental Agreement   or    b) Rental Agreement of 10, 15 or 20
B.  Length of Agreement

 







 
	Duration 

(Choose one)
	Possible Points
	Assigned Points 

	10 year rental
	10 pt
	

	15 year rental
	30 pt
	

	20 year rental
	40 pt
	

	30 year rental
	50 pt
	

	
	
	


C.  Grazing Activity on the offered acres for past two years





	Activity
	Possible points
	Assigned points

	No  grazing or currently grazes on less than 50% of offered acres.

	10
	

	Over 50% of offered acres are currently grazed and all acres will be planned for deferred or rotational grazing with 5 or less recognized pastures per herd (or flock).
	30
	

	All offered acres are currently grazed and all will be planned for deferred or rotational grazing with 6 or more recognized pastures per herd (or flock). 
	50
	


Reason for this ranking:  __________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
D.  Ecological Condition (existing condition or “Intactness) (Average all fields offered)


Possible cases:
1. Offered acres have a plant composition of more than 25% native grasses/shrubs, including borders within the field boundaries.
2. Offered acres currently have a rare or sensitive habitat or species that is a current emphasis in the county. (e.g., wet prairie or oak savannah).  If a habitat is included for a species at risk, identify the habitat and species (Refer to ODF&W, Species at Risk, 1996). _____________
  
______________________________________________________________________
3. Riparian areas contain more than 25% composition of mature native trees and shrubs.
	Condition
	Possible cases
	Points
	Assigned points

	Very Low
	none of the above
	0
	

	Moderate
	1 or 3
	80
	

	Good
	1 & 3
	120
	

	Excellent
	2
	150
	


Reason for this ranking: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
E.  Ecological Value (after accepted into GRP) (consider native biodiversity, threatened habitats,  proximity to priority/protected habitats, contributions to species recovery)


Possible cases:
1. Over 1000 acres of rangeland
  is being offered.
2. Over 500 acres of rangeland is being offered 

3. A rare or sensitive habitat will be restored that has potential for a state or federal species at risk. (ref: ODF&W Species at Risk, 1996) or T&E species (game and non-native species will not be considered). If a habitat is included here for a species at risk, identify the habitat and species: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Less than 3 miles to a state or federal designated wildlife area or refuge
	Condition
	Possible cases
	Points
	Assigned points

	Very Low
	none of the above
	0
	

	Moderate
	2 or 4
	130
	

	Good
	2 & 4
	170
	

	Excellent
	 1 or 3
	210
	


Reason for this ranking: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
F.  Restoration potential to achieve desired plant and animal biodiversity. Consider feasibility; cost/benefit; future O&M costs on easements; potential for other partners to contribute to restoration; need for a restoration agreement to improve grassland functions and values as determined by NRCS, landowner, and others such as the SWCD.   
1. Landowner and/or a third party will pay over 75% of restoration costs.  If so, who and what percentage?   _______________________________________    __________%.
2. Restoration Agreement is needed to improve grassland functions & values (The GRP contract may include the required conservation practices.)
3. Future O&M costs are expected to be high.

	Condition
	Possible cases
	Points
	Assigned points

	Slight
	2 & 3
	80 pts
	

	Moderate
	1 or 2
	110 pts
	

	High
	1 & 2
	150 pts
	 


Reason for this ranking: ____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Potential Restoration Agreement Practices that may be required in the GRP contract:

	Land use
	Potential Restoration Practices

	Pastureland / Pastured Hayland
	614, 516, 382, 528a, 314, 512, 511, 612

	Rangeland
	614, 516, 382, 528a, 314, 550, 612, 338

	Hayland
	511, 512


G.  Risk of Conversion.  After the appropriate field inventory, select risk from either range or non-range below. (Complete either G1 or G2)
G1–If NON-RANGELAND and the threat to conversion is PLANT COMMUNITY DEGRADATION, (including noxious or invasive weed encroachment)(e.g. blackberry, Reeds canary grass, etc), then assign points based on inventory results.
	Degree of Risk
	Pasture Condition Score
	Points
	Assigned points

	Slight risk
	less than 25
	150
	 

	Moderate risk          
	25 to 34.9
	220
	

	Severe risk
	35 to 44.9
	300
	

	Extreme risk                  
	45 or more
	390

	


G2- If RANGELAND (use predominate soils.) and the threat to conversion is PLANT COMMUNITY DEGRADATION,  then assign points based on inventory results.
	Degree of Risk
	Rangeland Health Score
	Points
	Assigned points

	Slight risk
	Not shown below
	150
	 

	Moderate risk          
	none to slight for one attribute
	220
	

	Severe risk
	none to slight for two attributes and slight to moderate for one
	300
	

	Extreme risk                  
	none to slight for all three attributes.
	390
	


Protocol: 
· Field visit to determine status of plant community on Non-Rangeland or Rangeland.  
· On Non-Rangeland NRCS uses an on-farm Pasture Condition Scoring averaged for all the offered acres to assign the risk.

· For rangeland, a plant community with high rangeland health is in good condition, should be protected and is a priority for GRP in Oregon.   Rangeland can easily be damaged by many factors and any damage would be a conversion to a lower and poorer condition.  A plant community with a low rangeland health is degraded and may require extensive restoration..
L. Total Assigned Points (Enter points assigned above.):

	Ranking criteria
	Assigned points

	B.  Length of Agreement
	

	C.  Grazing Activity
	

	D.  Ecological Condition
	

	E.  Ecological Value
	

	F.  Restoration potential
	

	G1. or G2.  Risk of Conversion.
	

	Total Assigned Points
	


M. Application Justification (to help with a tie): What is the environmental benefit of this application? 
	

	

	

	


�where does this asteric refer me to?


�Not clear what this is asking and how it is answered?


�Is the correct number?





1

