SCREENING TOOL FOR YAMHILL 2005 EQIP FUNDING 
Applicant: _____________________________       Screened priority:_______________________
Proposed practices and identified resource issues:   
The following screening tool was developed by the USDA NRCS from input from the Yamhill County Local Work Group  and from a meeting with producers in Yamhill County.  Applications addressing resource concerns identified in the Yamhill County Agricultural Non-Point Source Water Quality Plan (SB 1010) will be given priority.
It is used to screen and prioritize FY 2005 EQIP applications into high, medium and low priority.  Ranking, planning and funding consideration will focus first on high priority applications and then, if the funding amount is adequate, will move on to medium priority applications.  Low priority applications will be deferred until a later EQIP funding cycle.
The following  prioritization  will be used for Yamhill County for EQIP 2005 .

1. Soil Erosion impacting surface water quality.

· Sheet and rill erosion on cropland, hayland, orchards, nurseries and woodland
· Concentrated flow and gully erosion that is actively eroding (and will continue to erode significantly without a conservation practice).
2. Fertilizer, agricultural chemicals and organic nutrients (including manure) adversely affecting surface or ground water quality.
3. Efficiency of irrigation water use on cropland, orchards, nurseries and pasture that may affect low water flows in Yamhill streams during summer OR ground water aquifers in identified ground resource area (Amity Hills/Walnut Hill).
Conservation systems or practices proposed in EQIP applications must address the above identified priority resource issues.  Applications screened as high for high priority practices will also receive funding for medium priority practices in their proposed plan.  Only practices addressing high or medium priority resource issues will be funded by EQIP. 
Instructions:  Check items that are a current resource concern that will be addressed under EQIP.  Any items checked under high priority classify application as high priority.
HIGH PRIORITY:  Applications with proposed practices addressing:


· Winter sheet and rill erosion with incentive practices used for 3 years.  RMS system for soil erosion applied to addressed field (no-till on all land, conservation tillage on non-HEL land).
 
· No-till of perennial grass fields (fall or spring).

· Sheet and rill erosion or irrigation induced erosion during spring erosion period adjacent to stream or on floodplain and IF irrigation water management AND nutrient management addressed or currently being addressed.

· Buffer strips, field borders or riparian buffers  installed in fields alongside internal and roadside ditches and streams.  Management of residue in field must meet the “T” level. 
·  Improvements of manure storage, handling, transport and utilization, which meets a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan (CNMP) and meets CAFO regulations set by Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA).
· Nutrient management and/or chemical pest management on high value crops to reduce fertilizer use and/or agricultural chemical handling facilities IF operation is in a floodplain or drains to a waterway on state 303d list.

· Conversion of cropland to trees.

· Elimination of soil erosion from forest roads and heavy use areas that result in sediment delivery to active streams.
MEDIUM PRIORITY:   Applications with proposed practices addressing:


· Nutrient management on high value crops to reduce phosphorus and nitrate fertilizers.
· Pest management on high value crops to reduce potential of chemical pollution of surface or groundwater and/or agricultural chemical handling facility.
· No till or conservation tillage on spring crops.

· Irrigation water management plans and/or conversion to drip or micro irrigation where source of water is from a stream or river during irrigation season AND at least half of the conserved water is returned the stream (rather than increasing acreage of irrigated land.)  Landowner must also adopt or be using a nutrient management plan for irrigated land if crops are high value crops.  If cropland at RMS level, this practice will be high priority.
· Irrigation water management plans and/or conversion to drip or micro irrigation where source of water is from wells in the OWR identified ground water concern areas (Amity Hills, Walnut Hil).  Landowner must also adopt or be using a nutrient  management plan for irrigated land if crops are high value crops and not use over 50% conserved water to irrigate more land.  If cropland at RMS level, this practice will be high priority.
· Active and significant concentrated flow and gully erosion IF sheet and rill erosion from fields addressed and RMS for soil erosion system applied to addressed field.
LOW PRIORITY:  Applications with proposed practices addressing:

· Any resource concern outside of the 3 priority resource concerns identified by the Local Work Group in Yamhill County.  E.G.—wildlife habitat, wetland restoration, improvement of woodland production, native plant restoration, instream habitat improvement, stream bank erosion control.

· Irrigation water management or conversion to drip irrigation where majority of conserved irrigation water will be used to increase irrigated acreage or source is off stream, stored water or well outside of ground water concern area.
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