A. FY05 Local Natural Resource Issues for Benton County  (11-29-04)
B. Describe Local Resource Issue No. 1
Over application or mismanaged applications of Nutrients and Organic Wastes, on all land uses, is causing nitrates to enter the ground water. 

Specifically in shallow groundwater in the upper Willamette Valley, the nitrate pollution  is causing many wells to have unacceptable high levels of nitrate.   Many of these wells are important because they supply residential drinking and irrigation water.
C.  This Local Resource Issue is part of the following random ordered National EQIP Priorities:
  X      Reduction of non-point source pollution, such as nutrients, sediment, pesticides, or excess        
salinity impaired watersheds consistent with Total Daily Maximum Loads (TMDL’s), 
where available.

  X       Reduction of groundwater contamination.

  __     Conservation of ground and surface water resources.
  __      Reduction of emissions, such as particulate matter, nitrogen oxides, volatile organic 
compounds, and ozone precursors and depleters that contribute to air quality impairment 
violations of National Ambient Air Quality Standards.

  __      Reduction in soil erosion and sedimentation from unacceptable high levels on ag land.
  __      Promotion of at-risk species habitat conservation.

  __      Is not part of a National EQIP Priority and therefore NOT eligible for EQIP funding.
D.  This Local Resource Issue addresses the following resource concern(s) (shown on the state ranking form:

  __  1. Sheet & Rill Erosion, 


X   8. Nutrient & Organic Wastes,

  __  2. Wind Erosion



__  9. Aquatic Habitat Suitability,

  __  3. Concentrated Flow Erosion, 

__  10. Plant condition: Productivity, 

  __  4. Streambank Erosion, 


__  11. Plant condition: Health & Vigor
  __  5. Irrigation Induced Erosion, 

__  12. Wildlife Habitat      

  __  6. Soil Tilth, Crusting, Infiltration, Organic Matter, 
  __  7. Water Management - Irrigated Land,
E.  Addressing this Local Resource Issue will help to meet the following:


X     1. existing regulation.


___  2. anticipated regulation.


___  3. does not involve regulatory compliance.


Reference the regulation(s):________________________________________

F.  Addressing this Local Resource Issue will help prepare producers for CSP


X     Yes 

___ No.

G.  List the Conservation Practices (by practice code #) that are essential and cost effective to address this Local Resource Issue:      

  313 ,317,359,412,442,425,558,561,634,393,391,490,553,561,620,777,344.
B. Describe Local Resource Issue No. 2
The Benton LWG determined that the second priority for EQIP funding should be “Water Management – Irrigation” on cropland. This resource concern is an environmental risk with the first resource concern for nutrient & organic wastes management. The reasoning is that where irrigation occurs, it is important that water be applied with a management system that does not permit nutrient contamination of surface or ground water. Together, these two resource concerns are the highest environmental hazard in the Willamette Valley watershed located between Highway 99 and the Willamette River in Benton SWCD.

C.  This Local Resource Issue is part of the following random ordered National EQIP Priorities:
  __      Reduction of non-point source pollution, such as nutrients, sediment, pesticides, or excess        
salinity impaired watersheds consistent with Total Daily Maximum Loads (TMDL’s), 
where available.

  X       Reduction of groundwater contamination.

  X       Conservation of ground and surface water resources.

  __      Reduction of emissions, such as particulate matter, nitrogen oxides, volatile organic 
compounds, and ozone precursors and depleters that contribute to air quality impairment 
violations of National Ambient Air Quality Standards.

  __      Reduction in soil erosion and sedimentation from unacceptable high levels on ag land.

  __      Promotion of at-risk species habitat conservation.

  __      Is not part of a National EQIP Priority and therefore NOT eligible for EQIP funding.

D.  This Local Resource Issue addresses the following resource concern(s) (shown on the state ranking form:

  __  1. Sheet & Rill Erosion, 


__  8. Nutrient & Organic Wastes,

  __  2. Wind Erosion



__  9. Aquatic Habitat Suitability,

  __  3. Concentrated Flow Erosion, 

__  10. Plant condition: Productivity, 

  __  4. Streambank Erosion, 


__  11. Plant condition: Health & Vigor
  __  5. Irrigation Induced Erosion, 

__  12. Wildlife Habitat      

  __  6. Soil Tilth, Crusting, Infiltration, Organic Matter, 

  X    7. Water Management - Irrigated Land,

E.  Addressing this Local Resource Issue will help to meet the following:


___  1. existing regulation.


___  2. anticipated regulation.


X     3. does not involve regulatory compliance.


Reference the regulation(s):________________________________________

F.  Addressing this Local Resource Issue will help prepare producers for CSP


X      Yes 

___ No.

G.  List the Conservation Practices (by practice code #) that are essential and cost effective to address this Local Resource Issue: 449

B. Describe Local Resource Issue No. 3

The Benton LWG determined that the third priority for EQIP funding should be to address “Sheet and Rill Erosion” on cropland. Christmas tree plantations and vineyards typically have the highest erosion rates as they are located on steep sloping fields, crop rows are oriented perpendicular to slope and there is an inadequate amount of vegetative cover to reduce the erosion of soil. Consequently, these fields erode at erosion rates that degrade the productivity of the soil resources on these fields. Generally, fields that have slopes greater than five percent have the highest hazard for erosion above soil loss tolerance. 

C.  This Local Resource Issue is part of the following random ordered National EQIP Priorities:
  X       Reduction of non-point source pollution, such as nutrients, sediment, pesticides, or excess        
salinity impaired watersheds consistent with Total Daily Maximum Loads (TMDL’s), 
where available.

  __      Reduction of groundwater contamination.

  __     Conservation of ground and surface water resources.

  __      Reduction of emissions, such as particulate matter, nitrogen oxides, volatile organic 
compounds, and ozone precursors and depleters that contribute to air quality impairment 
violations of National Ambient Air Quality Standards.

  __      Reduction in soil erosion and sedimentation from unacceptable high levels on ag land.

  __      Promotion of at-risk species habitat conservation.

  __      Is not part of a National EQIP Priority and therefore NOT eligible for EQIP funding.

D.  This Local Resource Issue addresses the following resource concern(s) (shown on the state ranking form:

  X   1. Sheet & Rill Erosion, 


__  8. Nutrient & Organic Wastes,

  __  2. Wind Erosion



__  9. Aquatic Habitat Suitability,

  __  3. Concentrated Flow Erosion, 

__  10. Plant condition: Productivity, 

  __  4. Streambank Erosion, 


__  11. Plant condition: Health & Vigor
  __  5. Irrigation Induced Erosion, 

__  12. Wildlife Habitat      

  __  6. Soil Tilth, Crusting, Infiltration, Organic Matter, 

  __  7. Water Management - Irrigated Land,

E.  Addressing this Local Resource Issue will help to meet the following:


___  1. existing regulation.


___  2. anticipated regulation.


X     3. does not involve regulatory compliance.


Reference the regulation(s):________________________________________

F.  Addressing this Local Resource Issue will help prepare producers for CSP


X     Yes 

___ No.

G.  List the Conservation Practices (by practice code #) that are essential and cost effective to address this Local Resource Issue: 328 ,340,585,331,330,332,327,342,412,386

H.  Submitted for approval by: Jim Hecker                                                         Date 11/10/2004
