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Natural Resources Conservation Service
2012 Local Working Group Meeting

February 22, 2012
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Food for Lane County Building, Executive Board Room
770 Bailey Hill Rd, Eugene, OR 97402

MINUTES

ATTENDANCE:

	Tom Burnham, NRCS DC
Wallace Jennings, NRCS SC
Louann Brant, NRCS
Gary Jensen, UWSWCD, Chair
Ralph Perkins, UWSWCD, Vice-Chair
Paul Reed, UWSWCD, Secretary/Treasurer
Kim Leval, NCAP
Jennifer Miller, NCAP
	Dave Downing, UWSWCD, Tech. Specialist
Sandi McIntosh, District Secretary, UWSWCD
Tony Stroda, Stroda Bros. Farms
Andy Petersen, Petersen Ranch
Dorothy Allbritton, Dolly Parvins Ranch
Kevin Fenn, ODA, WQS
Bob Johnson, ODF


	

	


The meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by Tom Burnham, NRCS DC

· Update and Predictions for the 2012 Farm Bill:   Kim Leval, Executive Director, NCAP gave a detailed presentation and handout discussing the 2012 Farm Bill.  Kim shared that she had just returned from a trip to Washington, DC where she met with members of the Oregon congressional delegation to discuss the Farm Bill.  Predictions are that we may see a Farm Bill by summer 2012, in short, we can expect cuts, but the total cut will vary depending on the process.  After a lengthy group discussion, Kim asked the group for a ‘farmer referral’ from the northwest area of Linn/Benton County to attend meetings (all travel expenses paid) in Washington, DC.

Review of 2012 NRCS Programs:  Tom Burnham gave a brief report on the 2012 NRCS programs utilized in Lane County. Tom reviewed the Forestry and national initiatives for the EQIP program and CSP. Sign-ups are on-going and NRCS will continue to accept applications. NRCS currently has applications for Forestry, Organic, Energy, High Tunnels and the CSP program. Tom also reported on the HFRP and WRP programs in Lane County.
· Resource Concerns by Land Use:  The following items were identified by the group:

· Converting cropped fields to forest for carbon sequestration
· Small Farms 20-80 acres
· Needs focus on area
· Water Quality
· Erosion
· Gettings Creek
· Water Quality

· Voluntary Programs vs. Regulatory Programs
· Local concern with regulatory agencies wanting to enforce conservation
Major Resource Issues:

Small Land Owners

· Outreach and education for development of best management practices
· Noxious and invasive plants
· Nutrient management
· Waste management
· Pasture management
· Heavy use area
· Water quality on head quarters
Area of focus:
· Needs to be identified – begin collecting areas of interest. Work with Extension and Districts
· Mohawk
· Zoning areas RR 5 & 10
· Forestland:

· Forest roads & EPA
· Fish Passage
· Longer age rotations (60-100 years)
· Forest health

· Cropland:

· Variable Rate Application

· Pastureland:

· Livestock rotation
· Noxious and invasive plants

In closing, Kevin Fenn, ODA, stated that there is an ‘Amnesty Program’ to take in contaminants scheduled for March 7 & 13, 2012 at the Lane County Waste Management center in Glenwood, Oregon; and Tom reminded everyone that the Small Farms Conference is Saturday, February 25, 2012 at OSU in Corvallis, Oregon.
 


Meeting adjourned by Tom Burnham, 11:50 a.m.
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