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Dear Conservation Partners,

Last year we all met to discuss Benton County resource concerns and collaboratively identified the following resource concerns as highest priority: Lack of Riparian Buffers, Inefficient Irrigation Systems, Habitat Fragmentation and Loss of Rare/Unique Habitats.  I’d like to present to you how NRCS is treating these concerns.

I have submitted two Conservation Implementation Strategy funding requests to the NRCS State Office for approval including a strategy to enhance Fender’s Blue Butterfly habitat on working grazing lands in a priority area which aligns with the Benton County Habitat Conservation Plan, as well as a strategy to enhance oak habitat within the ODFW Conservation Opportunity Areas.

I am currently working with ORDEQ, the Benton SWCD and ODA to develop a strategy that would address high nitrates in the Ground Water Management Area.  Part of this strategy will include improving irrigation efficiency to reduce nitrate leaching to the ground water.  

I have scheduled a follow-up Local Work Group meeting for Monday September 12th from 2:30 to 4:30 at the Philomath Public Library.  The Library’s address is: 1050 Applegate St. Philomath, OR 97370.  Please come ready to discuss how you or your organization might be able to help address Benton County’s Priority Resource Concerns.
	
I hope to see you there.

Sincerely,
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Thomas D. Snyder
District Conservationist
thomas.snyder@or.usda.gov
(541)967-5925 x118
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The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.
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