Coos & Curry County NRCS Local Working Group Meeting
Feb. 8, 2013, Bandon Library
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	Chris 
	Claire
	ODFW

	Karla
	Cottom
	ROGUE RIVER SISKIYOU NAT’L FOREST

	Barbara
	Grant
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	COOS WATERSHED ASSOCIATION

	Pat
	Jones
	NRCS

	Steve
	Kalina
	Curry SWCD

	Nick
	 Morris
	ODF

	Nick 
	Morris
	ODF Forester

	Ron
	Rhatigan
	ODF SUDDEN OAK DEATH FORESTER

	Jim 
	Seeley
	Wild Rivers Coast Alliance

	Steve
	Sheer
	Coos SWCD, Coos Weed Board

	James
	Simino
	ROGUE RIVER SISKIYOU NAT’L FOREST

	Greg 
	Stone
	Technical consultant, Coos WA

	Charlie
	Waterman
	Coos SWCD, Landowner

	Sharon
	Waterman
	Landowner

	Dawn 
	Weekly
	COOS SWCD

	Amy
	Wilson
	NRCS



FARM BILL UPDATES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Congress voted to extend the existing 2008 Farm Bill one more year.  Programs that were authorized under that farm bill continue, but are dependent on budget allocations
· Partners were asked to spread the word:
· A claims process has been established for any women or Hispanic farmers or ranchers who feel that they may have been discriminated against.  All claims must be filed by March 25, 2013.  Call 1-888-508-4429 or go to www.farmerclaims.gov

REVIEW OF NRCS STRATEGIES 
An overview of existing strategies was presented, including the Cranberry irrigation automation strategy and agricultural water quality and quantity strategy.  Other evolving strategies that are being developed and considered are: invasive weeds, forest health, and wetlands restoration and farmable wetlands management.

REVIEW OF PRIORITY RESOURCE CONCERNS.
 Group reviewed each resource concern by adding more to the definition and identifying needed actions.
	Resource concern
	Enhancements to Definition, description
	Actions needed

	Wetlands restoration

	Fish passage and habitat, pest management (nutria)
Access, buffering, fencing
	Encourage wildlife and riparian management practices

	Farmable wetlands management
	Distinguishes those managed areas and what is needed to improve resource concerns on them.  
	· Encourage wildlife and riparian management practices 
· Access
· Buffering
· Fencing
· Tide gate replacement
· Drainage maintenance help; spreading of spoils
· Nutrient management; collecting and settling; explore settling ponds for management of sediment
· Management of nutria and bank pests

	Invasive species
	· Gorse particularly in suburban, agricultural and young forest 
· Right of way management areas key
· Economic impacts considerable
	· Longer term assistance needed for some species control (esp. gorse, broom)
· Herbicide cost-share program through weed board
· Explore easements or other long-term contract mechanisms
· Coordination and focus needed for Gorse: a concept for Gorse Action group GAG! was born

	Forest Health
	· Under stocked stands
· Weeds: especially broom, broom, blackberry and other brush
· Overstocked stands and fuel loading, dense non-commercial hardwoods
· Threat of Sudden Oak Death
	· Focus on younger stands
· Brush removal
· Reforestation
· Weed management
· Animal/pest management
· Encourage use of resistant stock (i.e. Port Orford Cedar)

	Water Quality, Water Quantity, riparian health
	· Issues are well defined by DEQ 303d list.  Bank erosion and gravel bar interaction are also big issues.
· Additionally a study of the Coquille River by the Fresh Water Trust will be forthcoming soon.
	· More vegetative buffers
· Improved irrigation methods/mgt
· Education on bank erosion
· Landscape-level change needed
· Culvert and road management
· Pasture management
· Off stream watering
· Heavy use protection areas
· Forest health and forest land mgt improvements




UPDATE ON SUDDEN OAK DEATH
Ron Rhatigan is the new ODF forest working on SOD.  He distributed a current map showing the generally infested area and the current quarantine. 
· Attacks, kills and lives out its whole life cycle predominantly on tanoak in our region
· Possibility to spread and impact across the whole tanoak zone
· Is thought to be moved by wind in moisture; wet weather conditions promote spread; outliers in very remote areas of RR-Sisikiyou Nat’l Forest not human caused for sure
· Law requires eradication outside of generally infested area
· No known prevention except to minimize tanoak in your forest, plant ahead to minimize impact of eventual/possible infection and death
· No known specific info on impacts to or plans for wildlife

ROUND ROBIN OF ACTIVITIES RELATED TO RESOURCE CONCERNS
Nick Morris/ODF
· Working with the conservation reserve Enhancement Program CREP.  
· Reminded us that any harvest activity requires notification to ODF.  
· In response to a question regarding land use going from forest to agricultural he said land use classification can be triggered when forest volume goes below 80 sq ft/acre; unless land use designation is changed reforestation is required
· Forest Resource Trust is a program that provides 100% cost-share on a loan basis for reforestation of underproductive lands; loan is repaid with interest at time of harvest
· Stewardship plans can be done and funds are available at a 75% cost-share
· BLM has 20,000 seedlings for sale at reduced cost

Renee Hemmelgarn/Coos Watershed Association
· New in town and getting her feet under her—WELCOME!
· Doing some planting and fencing on Stock Slough
· tours are planned; see full list at end and attached map

Karla Cottom/Rogue River Siskiyou Nat’l Forest-Powers
· Working on action plans for a thinning project and road damage repair
· Contributing to South Fork Coquille project
· Elk River Action plan is completed and NEPA is budget dependent
· Plans in the works to decommission 19 miles of roads in the now-designated Copper Salmon Wilderness area.

James Simino/ Rogue River Siskiyou Nat’l Forest-Gold Beach
· 3 SOD sites have been found on national forest
· Hunter Creek restoration on going
· Winchuk restoration Action plan being developed
· Commercial thinning is ongoing

Charlie Waterman/Coos SWCD Director & landowner
· Has participated in the Conservation security program for some time and practiced minimum tillage, among other things, for the benefit of conservation

Steve Sheer/Coos SWCD Director and Coos County Weed Board
· Weed board has formed a Cooperative Weed Management Area in Coos County
· Continue to offer cost-share on herbicides to private landowners
· Contacting and trying to coordinate with Coos Bay Railway on weeds-maintenance of right of way issues
· Plan to map/inventory weeds in Coos county
· Developing a weed guide for common weeds in the area
· Trying to promote more on-the-ground treatment

Greg Stone/Consultant, Technical Service Provider (able to assist NRCS clients with projects)
· Participating in the meeting today to learn more about activities of others in order to better assist his clients

Barb Grant/ Curry SWCD Conservation reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 
· Working with landowners to implement CREP projects in coos and curry counties, ODF helps with riparian plantings

Dawn Weekly/Coos SWCD
· Have helped with 5 K-Line irrigation projects providing assistance to landowners with matching funds
· Culvert and bridge projects
· SCWD is a liaison between landowners and funding

Chris Claire/Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
· Focus on habitat and fish passage
· Able to provide training and assistance on finding or inventorying fish for project planning/implementation

Jim Seeley/ Wild Rivers Coast Alliance
· Looking for the triple bottom line: economic, ecologic and social benefit to the coats
· Looking to partner with other efforts to leverage more resources to address local issues

Ron Rhatigan/Oregon Department of Forestry-Sudden Oak death forester
· Encourage people who are in the path of the disease to consider managing or removing tanoak

Not present but input sent: 
Tristan Huff/OSU Extension Forester
· Need for conversion of under stocked stands comprised of non-commercial hardwoods and brush to productive commercial species.  Many growers, ranchers and family forest owners own such land and are unable to afford the expense of stand renovation.  Consequently, this acreage remains fallow and is likely to remain unproductive indefinitely.   Actions including mechanical and chemical brush control, reforestation, and young stand management will be needed to bring this land back in to production.
· Coos County Wildfire Protection Plan has identified a couple action items;  Gorse on private land was identified as a priority fuel-reduction project’ need to reduce fuel loading in several rural communities was also identified.  Dangerous fuel loads are often associated with brush fields or overstocked, unhealthy forest stands.  

Beth Pietrzak/Oregon Department of Agriculture
· ODA's WQ program's priorities: focusing resources in areas with poor water quality and relatively willing landowners
· Ag Water Quality Plan updates: 
· Curry County: working to improve water quality in the Langlois Creek Watershed (tributary to New River).  SWCD has also started working in their second Focus Area, the Morton Creek watershed (tributary to New River). 
· Coos County:  SWCD has been focusing their work to improve water quality in the North and East Forks of the Coquille River; also interested in working with landowners in the Daniel's Creek 

Kelly Miles/Coquille Watershed Association
· Looking to work with landowners more on these tributaries and/or forks: Cunningham Creek, Catching Creek, Woodward Creek, East Fork Coquille River
· Working on Large woody debris & riparian projects


COOS WATERSHED ASSOCIATION TOURS
TOUR 1 (Planting and fencing):
•	Property of Michael & Debra Prugh; located at 94998 Stock Slough Rd., approximately ¼ mile east of its junction with Catching Slough Rd. 
•	Saturday, February 23rd; 11:00 am

TOUR 2 (Planting, fencing, bank stabilization, and in-stream log placements) :
•	Property of Laurie Judd & Doug Kroger; located at 96112 Coos-Sumner Rd., approximately 1 mile southeast of its intersection with Old Wagon Rd.
•	Saturday, March 2nd, 11:00 am

TOUR 3 (Planting and fencing):
•	Property of Oliver Sorensen (leased by Craig Matson); located on Ross Inlet Rd. approximately ½ mile south of its intersection with Old Wagon Rd.
•	Saturday, March 9th, 11:00 am

*See attached map for help with directions.
The purpose of these tours is to recruit projects for the April grant cycle of OWEB.  If you know of anyone who is interested on coming, please pass along the information.  Contact Renee 541-888-5922.
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