2013 Wallowa Co. NRCS
Local Work Group Meeting
February 7, 2013


Meeting Attendees- Nate James NRCS, Eileen Williams NRCS, Lance Burton NRCS, Cynthia Warnock SWCD, Lisa Mahon SWCD, Tom Straughan ODA, Tom Smith, Willy Lock producer, Coby Menton GRMW, Bill Williams FSA, Jeff Fields TNC, Chas T. Koenig RCD, Mark Butterfield producer, Paul Karvoski County Emergency Services, Bruce Dunn RY Timber, Andy Fairchild producer, Alan Klages producer/SWCD board chairman, Nils Christoffersen Wallowa Resources, Aaron Maxwell The Fresh Water Trust, James Monteith Wallowa Land Trust. 

Nate James started the meeting at 2:00 pm by asking each person to introduce themselves.

Bill Williams, FSA, asked to make a brief announcement about Discrimination of Hispanic or Women from 1981-2000. If any Hispanic or Woman feels that they were improperly denied farm loan benefits by the USDA, they may be eligible to apply for compensation.  They can contact Bill at the FSA Office for more information.  Deadline for filing claims is March 26, 2013.

Nate opened the meeting with an over view of Farm Bill Program Expenditures from 2002- 2012.
He summarized the breakdown of money spent, contracts involved and acres for CSP, CSTP, EQIP, and Whip.  Most of the money spent in EQIP and Whip contracts went toward irrigation efficiency.    The last five years most of the work has been on the Prairie Creek CIS, Irrigation Efficiency Improvement Practices.  
		- Started with inventory of Ditches and Pumps focusing on water out of the Lake.
		- 22 miles of ditch have been eliminated
		- 18 miles of pipeline have been installed
		- Covering 6,000 acres

Looking to the future and where to go next, Farm Bill dollars have not been spent in the area of Forestry.  Looking back on the long range goals from the past the following list was presented.
· Water Quality
· Water Quantity
· Noxious Weeds
· Soil Erosion (Soil Health)
· Forestland Health (Wildfire, Pest & Disease)
· Energy 
· Riparian Health
In discussion of where we should go next, the following priorities were developed.

Forestland
Top Priority concern is Wildfire Hazard
	Priority Areas
1. Alder Slop
2. Mt, Howard & Prairie Creek to Ferguson Ridge
In the past it has been difficult to get landowners involved.  Recently more work is being done on defensible fire lines.  ODF has been partnering on doing an inventory of the area.  There are some grants available for Bio Mass fuels the next money will be for treatment.  This area is a Pilot Program for a National Program.  The county is more competitive for NRCS money if we can show Partners and other money.  

Second Priority Concern is Juniper Eradication (south end of County).
	This is a Range and fire concern if on the forest that could be treated while 
thinning.  At present it is a manageable problem.	

Rangeland/Pasture
Top Priority is Noxious Weeds (County Wide)
1. Leafy Spurge
2. Meadow Hawkweed
3. Juniper (multiple land use problem
Can go to the County Weed Plan for priority areas in the county.
Second Priority Concern is Water Quality-Stream Bank Stability
1. Annual Grasses

Cropland
Top Priority is irrigation efficiency
	Priority Areas
1. Alder Slope (need to tie to an initiative)
-May not have pivot money available but, can look at retro fitting nozzles and pressure control.
-Will need to look at hydro power projects with irrigation.
Energy Trust has been involved, also Pacific Power has some Blue Sky grant money.
-Would need to have Energy Audits but anyone can get one.
		2.    Bear Creek
Not high production area, so not much interest by landowners to put money 
into projects.
3.   Lostine
        Just small projects left.
Second Priority is Soil Health
· Not sure at this time where we are going with Soil Health.
· Need more education on pivots, monitoring, water depth, soil type, etc.
· Would need accurate soil mapping, question whether current maps are accurate 
enough. 
· Could do variable rate irrigation and nutrient application.
· There is a pilot program measuring Soil Carbon, starting with no-till areas.

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 pm.

Respectfully Submitted
Eileen Williams

	

