Local Work Group Meeting
January 30, 2013
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm

In attendance: Kacee Lathrop-DC, Jenn Wilson-Soil Con, John Fast-Soil Con, Kevin Payne-SWCD, Janet Greenup-SWCD, Jake Gelineau-SWCD, Hans Rudolf-ODF, Dave Pranger-Mo. Co Weed, Steve Cherry-ODFW, Tom Straughan-ODA, Cris Shattuck-Producer, Jim McElligott-Producer/District, Joe McElligott-Producer, Greg Maben-Producer, Shannon Rust-Producer, Chas Koeing-Wy East RC&D, Robert Wallace-Wy East RC&D, Jason Proudfoot-Producer, Paul Proudfoot-Producer, Kyle Carnine-FSA, Mitch Mund-ODF.

Brief overview of EQIP in the last 10 years using IDEA. Common practices, funding levels, and location maps. 

Kacee brought up the Greenhouse gas initiative. Those interested were asked to check back with the office when more information was available. 

Group Brainstorm Ideas: 

Willow Creek Reservoir- specifically blue green algae and nutrient sources above reservoir. Target area would be reaches of willow and balm fork creek.

Weeds- biocontrol specifically for yellowstar thistle and knapweeds. Target area Fuller Canyon, Rhea and Lower Willow Creek. Medusahead and ventenata also a concern. 

Juniper- chemical control of smaller juniper, follow-up treatments. Target area Upper Rhea Creek. 

Timber- overstocked stands, increase threat of bugs wiping out stands, importance of forest health. No market for timber is a challenge. Target area possibly Upper Rhea Creek. 

Mule Deer Habitat-Riparian restoration, brush plantings, weeds control. Open up target area from Columbia Basin foothills south, taking in the upper end of Fossil unit. 
CRP- Practices available for marginal ground coming out of CRP. Marginal=graze? Good=Production? Target area was proposed south of Heppner. 

Biofuels-using materials such as straw/corn/giant cane as fuel for plant. Solutions to residue management after good years. Target area would be Northern part of Morrow Co. 

Prescribed Burning- Burning in forest stand and junipers. Was stressed that burning is an important part of the ecosystem. Restoration following burning if needed. No target area specified. 

Energy Conservation- Irrigation in the North end of county. Farm audits, pumps, sprinklers. West extension laterals in need of replacing. Target area of North End of Morrow Co. 

Variable Rate/Residue management on cropland- no target area mentioned. 

Kacee talked about Hispanic/women farmers discriminated against when applying for loans and information on that. 

Meeting ended 2:40pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Jennifer Wilson






