Sherman County
Local Work Group
Notes

January 8, 2013
8:00 AM
Sherman County Service Center


Attendees:
Bob Martin			Rod Asher, Weed District	Brad Eakin, SWCD
Tracy Fields, SWCD		Kyle Blagg, SWCD		Gary Irzyk, SWCD
Kristie Coelsch, NRCS	Jake Calvert, SWCD		Krista Coelsch, SWCD
Brian Stradley, SWCD	Kayla Alberti, WS Council		 
	
			
The meeting convened at 8:00 AM.  The minutes of the meeting held in March 2012 were reviewed and discussed.   

Priority Resource Concerns from last year were discussed.  The LWG still plans to focus efforts on the resource concerns for Energy and Noxious weeds. 

Kristie gave an update on the current funding status for the two EQIP Funding Pools. Funds available are much lower than anticipated.  Kristie has submitted a request for additional funding.  The LWG suggested putting a dollar cap of $10,000 per operator on Energy Pool funding.  They also suggested a cap of $25,000 per operator for projects funded from the Noxious Weed Pool. 

After the completion of projects in the current EQIP Pools in approximately 5 years, the LWG suggested shifting the focus area for Noxious Weeds to some of the upland areas beyond the current two miles from the river.  Medusa head and juniper are a growing concern.  Another Resource Concern they would like to address is the Air Quality/Water Quality problem from “haul” roads. They also expressed concerns about the effects of County roads and the drainage they cause. They would like to partner with the County Road Department on this issue. 

The LWG is very enthused about the work on the invasive weed issues and the partnering with ODFW, BPA, BLM, Oregon Parks, Sherman County, and the SWCD.  

Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 AM.


