NRCS Local Work Group Meeting – Minutes   February 28, 2012

Attendees:
Andy Gallagher, NRCS sage grouse technician
Ellen Hammond, ODA
Mylen Bohle, OSU Extension
Kevin Benton, ODF
Stu Otto, ODF
Libby Stahancyk, Crook SWCD
Garry Sanders, Crooked River Watershed Council
Meg  Eden, ODFW
Mike Kassberger, OID
Chris Mundy, NRCS 

Chris Mundy explained the Local Workgroup process and how it provides an opportunity for outside input on prioritizing resource concerns within Crook County.

The minutes from the last year’s meeting were presented and discussed.

The new Strategic Approach to Conservation was explained by Chris Mundy and the Conant Basin watershed was shown as an example of how well the process can work when partners and landowners all focus on one priority area.  Conant Basin map showing work completed and scheduled was explained.

The new Forestry funding pool was briefly discussed

Ellen Hammond suggested gathering more baseline data to better monitor before and after effects of the conservation work we are completing.

Chris Mundy asked for any suggestions on the direction we might want to go after Conant Basin strategy is completed.

Camp Creek Watershed has an assessment and may be an area to look at.
Ochoco Creek may be an opportunity with plenty of willing landowners
Maury Mule Deer Initiative – perhaps something could piggyback onto this
South Fork of the Crooked was discussed but private land might be an issue.
Aspen Treatment – Darin Stringer and Doc Hatfield were both mentioned as good contacts. – Aspen restoration shows quick response and has high value to many wildlife species.
Mountain Mahogany may also be a good habitat to focus on.
Mike Kassberger brought up the McKay Creek project and explained that they were approaching the point where work may be starting.  Chris thought this project may be a better fit for AWEP or a larger scale funding source since there is generally only $100,000 or so allocated for EQIP to each county.
Mike explained that the assessment grant is in progress.

Chris Gannon asked for the AWEP information and Chris Mundy agreed to get it to him.
Chris Gannon also suggested looking at flow management, tailwater recovery, quantifying data collection more effectively, and piping for irrigation to eliminate noxious weeds and reduce maintenance.

Ellen at ODA suggested focusing on CREP, Streambank stabilization, irrigation/tailwater, and quantifying data collection more effi ciently

Mylen brought up the fact that fish are now here in the lower Crooked River and we need to learn how to improve efficiency of irrigation while existing with the fish.  Currently electric costs are about $55 per year per acre to irrigate.


