Sherman County
Local Work Group
Notes

March 13, 2012

Attendees:
Brad Eakin, SWCD		Tracy Fields, SWCD		Kyle Blagg, SWCD
Bob Martin			Sandy Macnab, Ext.		Brian Stradley, SWCD
Kristie Coelsch, NRCS	Jake Calvert, SWCD		Bill Martin, SWCD
Gary Irzyk, SWCD		Tom McCoy			Martin Belshe
Bryan Cranston		Fred Justesen			Emily Lyle, WS Council
Marvin Thompson		Austen Justesen		Johnathan Rolfe
Darren Padget			Krista Coelsch, SWCD


The meeting convened at 6:00 PM.  Kristie gave a brief overview of the Strategic Planning approach for EQIP funding allocation.  Priority areas within the county will be targeted and resource concerns addressed and practices implemented within a five year time frame.  

Priority Resource Concerns were discussed.  Currently the following resource concerns and their priority are listed as; #1-Soil Erosion; #2- Invasive weeds; #3-Livestock forage; #4-Juniper encroachment; #5-Riparian condition; #6-Fires.

After extensive discussion it was concluded that the group is still most concerned about Soil Erosion and Weeds. They asked if a pool could be developed that will relate the soil erosion component to Energy savings.  The current pool for Direct Seed was discussed and also the possibility of funds being allocated again for Direct Seed.  The research being done on reengineering the specifications for terraces and water & sediment control basins was also discussed and the group hopes that this might also be taken into consideration under an Energy savings pool. If so, this would be a top priority of the LWG for a funding pool. The Grass Valley watershed would be the most likely focus area.

The LWG would still like to work on the invasive weed issues by partnering with ODFW, BPA, BLM, Oregon Parks and the SWCD.  Focus in the river corridors would be a priority focus area.

One other suggestion was for a pool supporting stream water monitoring. There is currently not an NRCS practice for that.

Kristie asked what group felt was the best way to get information out to producers. They felt that the current method of newsletters, letters, meetings and email was fine.  They suggested that information for the “weed pool” be put together so that it would include details about the area, the weeds present, recommended treatments, cost, requirements and who the partners would be. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:15 PM.





